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MUSIC REVIEW | TANGLEWOOD FESTIVAL OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC

Ambition Abounds in Tanglewood’s Exultation Over
Contemporary Works
By ALLAN KOZINN
Published: August 12, 2009

LENOX, Mass. — Things were pretty much back to normal here at
the Tanglewood Festival of Contemporary Music, which ended on
Tuesday. In performance terms that meant that the student forces at
the Tanglewood Music Center were fully committed to the festival,
an improvement over the 2007 installment, when many of the
players were siphoned off for an opera production. And with as
many as eight rehearsals for some works, the playing was
magnificent.

Even so, a few pieces — most notably
Peter Lieberson’s “Drala,” one of this
year’s drawing cards — were dropped because the
available rehearsal time proved inadequate.

The problem, if you can call it that, may have been a
surfeit of ambition and enthusiasm on the part of the
composer Augusta Read Thomas, who directed this year’s
festival. After two years of uncharacteristically focused
programs — a celebration of the “Generation of ’38” in
2007, and last summer’s Elliott Carter festivities — Ms.
Thomas and the center were determined to return to the
traditional cornucopia approach, with variety (stylistic,
national and generational) as the rule. She began with a
stack of 1,500 scores and tapes, whittled that to 80, then
jettisoned about 50 of those to fit a schedule of six
concerts in five days.

If she overreached and a few more works had to be
dropped at the last minute, so be it. The four programs I
heard between Sunday and Tuesday at Seiji Ozawa Hall
were consistently pleasing.

The Tanglewood Music Center Orchestra’s program on
Monday evening was the highlight, even without its planned centerpiece, the Lieberson
work. It began with “Ínguesu” (2003), a piece of inspired madness by the idiosyncratic
Mexican composer Enrico Chapela, composed to commemorate a 1999 soccer match
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Mexican composer Enrico Chapela, composed to commemorate a 1999 soccer match
between Mexico and Brazil. The orchestra’s sections represent the teams (the winds,
Mexico; the brasses, Brazil), the fans (strings), the coaches (piano and harp) and the
referee (the conductor, naturally), and the action follows the game play by play: at one
point the conductor signals a penalty, and a trombonist is ejected.

“Ínguesu” is not brain surgery, as new music sometimes is, but Mr. Chapela’s vivid
scoring and energetic style hopping (Minimalist chugging blossoms into full-fledged neo-
Romantic give and take) keep it entertaining, even for a listener uninterested in soccer.
How the music is meant to convey the final score is unclear, but for the record, it was
Mexico 4, Brazil 3.

Julian Anderson’s “Shir Hashirim” (2001), a setting of part of the Song of Songs, in
Hebrew, examined ecstasy from a more sublime perspective, by way of a dramatic,
slightly exotic soprano line (sung powerfully by Rosa Betancourt) wrapped in
otherworldly orchestral swells and percussion sparkle.

John Zorn’s music can be as manic as Mr. Chapela’s, but the work Ms. Thomas chose,
“Contes de Fées,” a 1999 violin concerto, is closer to the lithe spirit of Mr. Anderson’s
piece. The solo line moves easily between extremes of showiness and graceful, songlike
melody, but it also fits tightly into an orchestral fabric that uses a wind machine and
plenty of percussion to create the aural imagery of the magical world its title, “Fairy
Tales,” suggests. Stephanie Nussbaum played the solo line with a finely polished
virtuosity. She also made a strong impression on Sunday morning, with a zesty, sure-
fingered performance of Aaron Jay Kernis’s jazz-tinged “Two Movements (With Bells)”
(2007).

The orchestra closed its program with Wolfgang Rihm’s “Verwandlung 2: Musik für
Orchester” (2005), a rich, bracing work that sounds unmistakably contemporary even as
it avoids dissonant serialist angularity, consonant Minimalist repetition and all the other
modernist tics. Mr. Rihm’s string writing, in particular, is shapely and emotionally
direct, and if he makes tough demands on his brasses, the effect is energizing, a perfect
way to close a program.

A stray orchestral work, Helen Grime’s Clarinet Concerto (2009), opened the Sunday
evening concert, which was otherwise devoted to chamber music. Ms. Grime, an English
composer born in 1981, seems drawn to melody and textural luxuriance, but she also has
an ear for counterpoint and rhythmic complexity that gives her music an appealing edge.
The concerto’s most entrancing section is a clarinet cadenza in which a combination of
trills and sustained tones creates the illusion of several clarinet lines intertwined. Brent
Besner was the superb soloist.

Ms. Grime’s work was a world premiere, as was Elliott Carter’s “Poems of Louis
Zukofsky” (2009), on the same program. Lucy Shelton, the soprano, and Thomas Martin,
the Boston Symphony Orchestra’s associate principal clarinetist, are sufficiently expert in
Mr. Carter’s music to round off its difficulties, but this one needed little help: its soprano
line, though chromatic, is warm-hued and melodic, and the clarinet writing darts around
it in a way that brings out the humor in some of Zukofsky’s quirky, aphoristic texts.

Also on Sunday evening the guitarist Oren Fader presided over a lively account of Mario
Davidovsky’s invitingly pointillistic “Festino” (1991), and Ryan McAdams conducted a
suitably brash, pulsing performance of Tansy Davies’s “neon” (2007), a septet rooted in a
Zappaesque raucousness.

A pleasant surprise in the Sunday morning program was Paula Matthusen’s piece “of
memory and minutiae” (2006), a plaintive, haunting setting of a Norwegian prayer that
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memory and minutiae” (2006), a plaintive, haunting setting of a Norwegian prayer that
fragments further with each repetition. Olenka Slywynska gave the soprano line a
chantlike quality while cello counterpoint and electronic timbres wove a graceful
atmospheric cocoon around it. Christin Wismann was the eloquent soprano in Tania
León’s song cycle “Singin’ Sepia” (1996), one of this composer’s most dramatic and
beautifully orchestrated works. And a polished ensemble, led by Zachary Boeding’s
carefully shaped oboe-playing, performed Yehudi Wyner’s rugged Quartet for Oboe and
String Trio (1999).

Most years the festival ends with the Tanglewood Music Center Orchestra concert, so the
Tuesday evening recital by the British pianist Nicolas Hodges felt like an epilogue. Not
that it was insubstantial. After three programs ruled largely by consonance and
directness, if not quite simplicity, an old-style modernist density came roaring back in
Mr. Hodges’s set.

Among his offerings, all vibrantly played, were Pierre Boulez’s “Incises” (1994), a
rumbling study in relentless energy; three harmonically dense but affectingly
introspective preludes by Henri Dutilleux; Frederic Rzewski’s whimsical “Nanosonatas,
Book I” (2006); and a wonderfully unpredictable study in the piano’s extremes, Hans
Thomalla’s “Piano Counterpart” (2008).

DANCE » OPINION » N.Y. / REGION » ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT » OPINION »

Room for
WORLD »

SIGN IN TO E-
MAIL

PRINT

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM  

javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=TANGLEWOOD+MUSIC+FESTIVAL+%28LENOX%2C+MASS%29&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=TANGLEWOOD+MUSIC+FESTIVAL+%28LENOX%2C+MASS%29&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=TANGLEWOOD+MUSIC+FESTIVAL+%28LENOX%2C+MASS%29&topic_field1=des&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=CLASSICAL+MUSIC&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=CLASSICAL+MUSIC&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=CLASSICAL+MUSIC&topic_field1=des&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=org&v1=BOSTON+SYMPHONY+ORCHESTRA&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=BOSTON+SYMPHONY+ORCHESTRA&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=BOSTON+SYMPHONY+ORCHESTRA&topic_field1=org&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=org&v1=TANGLEWOOD+MUSIC+CENTER+ORCHESTRA&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=TANGLEWOOD+MUSIC+CENTER+ORCHESTRA&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=TANGLEWOOD+MUSIC+CENTER+ORCHESTRA&topic_field1=org&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Bottom1&sn2=cb943065/204afeb4&sn1=96eb2073/aa47c44c&camp=nyt2009-circ-footer-articles_arts_34QJH&ad=052909-footer-arts&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D34QJH
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Bottom1&sn2=cb943065/204afeb4&sn1=96eb2073/aa47c44c&camp=nyt2009-circ-footer-articles_arts_34QJH&ad=052909-footer-arts&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D34QJH
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BI6dPs8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C8jJ6YkB2M3J8ArAjbcBkL8FEAEYBCCc8_gBKAM4AFC71YSh-v____8BYMn-s4fco8QQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzA4LzEzL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMTN0YW5nbGUuaHRtbIACAcgC-ue0CKgDAegDygToA7oE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAA&num=4&sig=AGiWqtyrICBSTL-g1pETZ0gExG80ULNf-w&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.webcrawler.com/webcrawler300/ws/results/Web/tanglewood%2Bmusic%2Bfestival/1/417/TopNavigation/Relevance/iq%3Dtrue/zoom%3Doff/_iceUrlFlag%3D7%3F_IceUrl%3Dtrue
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BI6dPs8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C8jJ6YkB2M3J8ArAjbcBkL8FEAEYBCCc8_gBKAM4AFC71YSh-v____8BYMn-s4fco8QQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzA4LzEzL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMTN0YW5nbGUuaHRtbIACAcgC-ue0CKgDAegDygToA7oE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAA&num=4&sig=AGiWqtyrICBSTL-g1pETZ0gExG80ULNf-w&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.webcrawler.com/webcrawler300/ws/results/Web/tanglewood%2Bmusic%2Bfestival/1/417/TopNavigation/Relevance/iq%3Dtrue/zoom%3Doff/_iceUrlFlag%3D7%3F_IceUrl%3Dtrue
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BI6dPs8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C8jJ6YkB2M3J8ArAjbcBkL8FEAEYBCCc8_gBKAM4AFC71YSh-v____8BYMn-s4fco8QQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzA4LzEzL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMTN0YW5nbGUuaHRtbIACAcgC-ue0CKgDAegDygToA7oE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAA&num=4&sig=AGiWqtyrICBSTL-g1pETZ0gExG80ULNf-w&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.webcrawler.com/webcrawler300/ws/results/Web/tanglewood%2Bmusic%2Bfestival/1/417/TopNavigation/Relevance/iq%3Dtrue/zoom%3Doff/_iceUrlFlag%3D7%3F_IceUrl%3Dtrue
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BhpiDs8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C-GL9ZEBx5yf8wnAjbcB0PcHEAIYBSCc8_gBKAM4AFCgvJvUBWDJ_rOH3KPEELIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOS8wOC8xMy9hcnRzL211c2ljLzEzdGFuZ2xlLmh0bWyAAgHIAuXz9gqoAwHoA8oE6AO6BPUDAAQABPUDJAAAAA&num=5&sig=AGiWqtyx2vbfERoutkY4BfEeTxU00ypZJQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://travel.nextag.com/goto.jsp%3Fp%3D4737%26search%3Dtanglewood%2520lenox%2520ma%26t%3Dag%253D1171268983%26url%3D%252Fbuyer%252Ftravel%252Findex.jsp%26crid%3D7914%26type%3Dhotel%26gg_site%3Dwww.nytimes.com%26gg_aid%3D2553389083
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BhpiDs8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C-GL9ZEBx5yf8wnAjbcB0PcHEAIYBSCc8_gBKAM4AFCgvJvUBWDJ_rOH3KPEELIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOS8wOC8xMy9hcnRzL211c2ljLzEzdGFuZ2xlLmh0bWyAAgHIAuXz9gqoAwHoA8oE6AO6BPUDAAQABPUDJAAAAA&num=5&sig=AGiWqtyx2vbfERoutkY4BfEeTxU00ypZJQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://travel.nextag.com/goto.jsp%3Fp%3D4737%26search%3Dtanglewood%2520lenox%2520ma%26t%3Dag%253D1171268983%26url%3D%252Fbuyer%252Ftravel%252Findex.jsp%26crid%3D7914%26type%3Dhotel%26gg_site%3Dwww.nytimes.com%26gg_aid%3D2553389083
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BhpiDs8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C-GL9ZEBx5yf8wnAjbcB0PcHEAIYBSCc8_gBKAM4AFCgvJvUBWDJ_rOH3KPEELIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOS8wOC8xMy9hcnRzL211c2ljLzEzdGFuZ2xlLmh0bWyAAgHIAuXz9gqoAwHoA8oE6AO6BPUDAAQABPUDJAAAAA&num=5&sig=AGiWqtyx2vbfERoutkY4BfEeTxU00ypZJQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://travel.nextag.com/goto.jsp%3Fp%3D4737%26search%3Dtanglewood%2520lenox%2520ma%26t%3Dag%253D1171268983%26url%3D%252Fbuyer%252Ftravel%252Findex.jsp%26crid%3D7914%26type%3Dhotel%26gg_site%3Dwww.nytimes.com%26gg_aid%3D2553389083
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BWJris8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C8G375QBmfzv4AzAjbcBwPwVEAMYBiCc8_gBKAM4AFDsld_D-_____8BYMn-s4fco8QQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzA4LzEzL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMTN0YW5nbGUuaHRtbIACAcgCheX9C6gDAegDygToA7oE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAA&num=6&sig=AGiWqtwYzRL_NscA5aZPCCw9DZrKxO8CtQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.hysonmusic.com/-strse-Stands-and-Folders/Categories.bok
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BWJris8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C8G375QBmfzv4AzAjbcBwPwVEAMYBiCc8_gBKAM4AFDsld_D-_____8BYMn-s4fco8QQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzA4LzEzL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMTN0YW5nbGUuaHRtbIACAcgCheX9C6gDAegDygToA7oE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAA&num=6&sig=AGiWqtwYzRL_NscA5aZPCCw9DZrKxO8CtQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.hysonmusic.com/-strse-Stands-and-Folders/Categories.bok
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BWJris8uJSqCWKcK36Qbm48W5C8G375QBmfzv4AzAjbcBwPwVEAMYBiCc8_gBKAM4AFDsld_D-_____8BYMn-s4fco8QQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzA4LzEzL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMTN0YW5nbGUuaHRtbIACAcgCheX9C6gDAegDygToA7oE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAA&num=6&sig=AGiWqtwYzRL_NscA5aZPCCw9DZrKxO8CtQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.hysonmusic.com/-strse-Stands-and-Folders/Categories.bok
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/pierre_boulez/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/energy-environment/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/08/16/education-degrees-and-teachers-pay/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/13/arts/music/13tangle.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/13/arts/music/13tangle.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print


8/17/09 5:31 PMMusic Review - Tanglewood Festival of Contemporary Music - Ambition Abounds in an Exultation Over Contemporary Works - NYTimes.com

Page 4 of 4http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/13/arts/music/13tangle.html?_r=1

  

Home World  U.S.  N.Y. / Region  Business  Technology  Science  Health  Sports  Opinion  Arts  Style  Travel  Jobs  Real Estate  Automobiles  Back to Top

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy  Terms of Service  Search  Corrections  RSS  First Look  Help  Contact Us  Work for Us  Site Map

Meeting of Many Minds
(and Bodies)

Letters: Young, Mentally Ill
and Behind Bars

Association of Golf Club
With A.I.G. Still Rankles

Tribe in Colorado Invests in
Algae Fuel

Room for
Debate:
Rewarding
Teachers
The debate over
education degrees and
teacher performance.

Tiny Island Surrounded by
Ripples of Dispute

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/13/arts/music/13tangle.html?_r=1#top
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/agree.html
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/sitesearch_selector.html?query=&date_select=full&type=nyt
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://firstlook.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytco.com/careers/
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/arts/dance/17summer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/arts/dance/17summer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/opinion/l17juvenile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/opinion/l17juvenile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/nyregion/17golf.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/nyregion/17golf.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/business/energy-environment/17algae.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/business/energy-environment/17algae.html
http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/08/16/education-degrees-and-teachers-pay/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/world/africa/17victoria.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/world/africa/17victoria.html

