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The Mayans of Central Quintana Roo
David Barton Bray

CULTURAL OVERVIEW

The People

From 1850 to 1901, a group of Yucatec Maya known as the Cruzob or
“people of the Cross” refused to be displaced by or incorporated into ex-
panding sugar plantations, defied the Mexican nation, and established a
rebel state in the forests in the interior of Quintana Roo, at the time a
remote region in the eastern Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico. These rebel
Maya were descendants of one of the greatest civilizations of the Western
Hemisphere. Before the Spanish conquest, the ancient Maya erected great
stone buildings and pyramids, practiced intensive forms of agriculture, used
a form of hieroglyphic writing, and conducted astronomical reckonings in
the vast rain forests of what is today southern Mexico and northern Central
America. The descendants of these Maya occupy a nearly continuous ter-
ritory in southern Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize.

The contemporary Mayan people can be defined as a language family, a
cultural group, and the occupants of a geographic space. In Mexico, they
include the Yucatec Maya who gave birth to the rebel group discussed in
this chapter, a small group of Lacandan Maya of the lowland rain forest
of Chiapas, and the far more populous Tzotzil and Tzeltal Maya of the
Chiapas highlands, many of whom have migrated into the lowlands, as
well as scattered groups elsewhere. In Guatemala, they include the Qui-
chean peoples of the eastern and central highlands and the Mamean peoples
of the western highlands. Other groups live in Belize. The millions of con-
temporary Maya have generally similar sorts of subsistence patterns, tex-
tiles, and other cultural patterns but proudly differentiate themselves from
each other by distinctive textile designs and other practices.
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