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Course Justification

Clinical Science Doctoral Program
Department of Psychology

Course Title: EVIDENCED-BASED INTERVENTION IN CHILD AND
ADOLESCENT PSYCHOLOGY I

Students enrolled in the Clinical Science Doctoral Program need a solid foundation and
understanding of the field of Clinical Science that includes both an introductory and in-
depth examination and critical understanding of the evidenced-based interventions used
in the psychological treatment for children and adolescents.

Thus the course EVIDENCED-BASED INTERVENTION IN CHILD AND
ADOLESCENT PSYCHOLOGY 11, is a necessary course offering for this program as it
covers an in depth analysis and critical understanding of the current research and practice
of evidence-based psychotherapies and interventions for the treatment of children and
adolescents.



EVIDENCED-BASED INTERVENTION IN CHILD AND ADOLESCENT
PSYCHOLOGY II

PCO XXX
INSTRUCTOR: TBA
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides an in-depth examination and critical analysis of the current research and
evidenced-based psychotherapies and interventions for children and adolescents.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Develop an in-depth understanding and knowledge of the evidence-based psychosocial
treatments for children and adolescents.

2. Critically evaluate evidenced-based interventions in the treatment of children and adolescents.

3 Demonstrate competency with assessment and diagnostic criteria of childhood and adolescent
problems and disorders.

4. Demonstrate cultural awareness and an understanding of ethical standards in line with the
APA Codes of Ethics.

Required Readings

Kazdin, A. E. & Weisz, J. R. (Eds.). (2003). Evidence-based psychotherapies for children and
adolescents. New York: Guildford Press.

Evidence-Based Psychosocial Treatments For Children And Adolescents: A Ten Year Update.
Journal Of Clinical Child And Adolescent Psychology, Volume 37, Number 1 Special Issue.
January—March 2008

Assignments, Evaluation Procedures, and Grading Policy
Students will be graded on their performance in the following:

Class Participation — Students are expected to actively participate in the discussion of course
related issues. Student interventions should reflect, minimally, knowledge of assigned readings
and, preferably, the ability to integrate course material with information from other courses,
reading, and/or their practice of professional experience. 15% of the grade.

In-Class Presentation: Students must prepare an in-class presentation on an evidenced-based
treatment in the area of child and adolescent psychology. Presentations should focus on the
empirical evidence that supports the use of such intervention in specific clinical circumstances
and should include a detailed description of the intervention and its prescribed use. Students
should prepare a handout for the class outlining specific techniques/session outlines, theoretical
concepts, and research support associated with the topic. A bibliography containing resources
from a variety of books, journals, web sites, brochures and other media should also accompany
the handout.

The topic must be discussed and approved in advance by the course instructor. The presentation

should last 30 minutes, and is worth 25% of the grade.

Mid-term and Final Exam — Each exam will consist of short answer and essay questions. Each
will be worth 30% of the grade.



Make Up Exam- Make-ups for reasons other than iliness or emergency will not be allowed.
Should iliness or emergency prevent you from taking an exam, please call my office and leave
me a message. You must bring written documentation of your absence and can expect to be
administered a make up exam during the following class.

Grading Policy

Grades will be determined according to the following scheme:

Class Attendance / Active Weekly Participation 15%
Presentation 25%
Mid-term Exam 30%
Final Exam 30%

Letter grades will be assigned based on the following scale:
A= 93-100, A-=90-92
B+=87-89, B=83-86 B-=82-80
C+=77-79, C=73-76, C-=70-72 (efc)

Other Class Policies

In all formal written work students are expected to use standards set forth in the Publication
Manual of the American Psychological Association particularly those pertaining to orderly
presentation of ideas, clarity and precision, reducing bias in language, and all points of editorial
style. Written work will be assessed in part on adherence to these standards.

As per university policy, a grade of "incomplete” will not be given for any reason except definite
extenuating circumstances (serious iilness, death of immediate family, accident, etc.) in which
case the student must provide documentation.

Any student who needs special accommodations in order to complete the course assignments
should see Instructor as soon as possible so the necessary arrangements can be made.

COURSE TOPICS

- A ten-year update on the evidence-based psychosocial treatments for children
and adolescents.

- Evidence-Based Psychosocial Treatments for Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder

- Evidence-Based Psychosocial Treatments for Children and Adolescents with
Disruptive Behavior

- Evidence-Based Psychosocial Treatments for Adolescent Substance Abuse.
- Evidence-Based Psychosocial Treatments for Ethnic Minority Youth.
- Research methods in Clinical Science.

- Outcome measures used to evaluate the long-term effectiveness of treatment
interventions.
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PSY 6919
Current Research Topics in Psychology

Course Justification

This course is needed in the Department’'s graduate curriculum for the following reasons:

(1) It will be a principle component of the common core of courses that all students will take as part of the doctoral
program.

(2) It will draw together students and faculty with different areas of interest, enabling the exchange of ideas across
sub-disciplines and strengthening the overall program. (Minimizing area “silos” was a recommendation in the
Department’s recent program review).

(3) It will provide beginning students with a thorough grounding in theoretical and practical considerations involved
in developing and executing a research program that will facilitate their success in the doctoral program and in
their post-doctoral careers.




PSY 6919
Current Research Topics in Psychology

Course Description: This course provides an overview of current theory and research in psychology with a focus on
the research process. Case studies from different areas of psychology illustrate the development of research
programs designed to advance theory in psychology. The course is designed for beginning doctoral students.

Course Objectives: The objectives of this course are for students to (a) learn the basics of psychological research
and how it relates to theory development in different areas of psychology, (b) be exposed to specific issues and their
resolution through presentation of research case studies by faculty members in psychology, and (c) develop an initial
research plan based on current literature in their major area of interest. Students are encouraged to seek the
guidance of a faculty mentor in developing their research plan.

Required Text: Leong, F. T. L. & Austin, J. T. (2005), The Psychology Research Handbook: A Guide for Graduate
Students and Research Assistants (2nd Ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Additional Readings: Representative current research papers will be assigned for each topic area. These will be
primarily illustrative papers authored by faculty members in the doctoral program who will discuss their own research
experiences in relation to the topic area.

Course Requirements: The course requirements include (1) attendance and participation in class meetings, (2)
completion of assigned readings prior to class meetings, and (3) completion of a 5-10 page research plan, outlining, in
general terms, a proposed program of research. The research plan should demonstrate that the student has
considered the issues addressed in the course. Grades will be apportioned as follows: Attendance and participation
(reflecting knowledge of assigned readings), 50%; Research plan, 50%.

Course Topics:

|. THEORY AND RESEARCH IN PSYCHOLOGY (Weeks 1 to 3)
Understanding the role of theory in the research process

Basic and applied research

Developing a research program

Sample readings:

Fisher, R. P., & Reardon, M. C. (2008). Eyewitness identification. In Carson, D., Milne, R., Pakes, F., Shalev, K., & Shawyer, A.
(Eds.) Applying psychology to criminal justice. Chichester, UK. John Wiley & Sons (pp. 21-38).

Jaccard, J. and Blanton, H. (2006). A theory of implicit reasoned action: The role of implicit and explicit attitudes in the prediction of
behavior. In Ajzen, |., Albarracin, D. and Hornik, J. Prediction and change of health behavior: Applying the reasoned action
approach. Mahwah, New Jersey: Erlbaum

Kurtines, W. M., Montgomery, M. J., Ferrer-Wreder, L., Berman, S. L., Cass Lorente, C., & Silverman, W. (2008). Promoting
Positive Youth Development: Implications for Future Directions in Developmental Theory, Methods, and Research. Jounal of
Adolescent Research, 23, 359-378.

Lickliter, R. (2007). The dynamics of development and evolution: Insights from behavioral embryology. Developmental
Psychobiology, 49, 749-757.

Viswesvaran, C., Deller, J., & Ones, D. S. (2007). Personality measures in personnel selection: Some new contributions.
Intemational Joumnal of Selection and Assessment, 15, 354-358.

Il. RESEARCH PLANNING (Weeks 4-6)

Finding a research topic and doing a literature search

Reviewing and evaluating research articles

Applying for research grants

Applying for IRB approval to conduct research with human participants

Sample readings:

Bahrick, L. E. & Newell, L. (in press). infant discrimination of faces in naturalistic events: Actions are more salient than faces.
Developmental Psychology.

Schreiber, N., Bellah, L.D., Martinez, Y., McLaurin, K., Strok, R., Garven, S., & Wood, J.M. (2006). Suggestive interviewing in the
McMartin preschool and Kelly Michaels day care abuse cases: A quantitative analysis. Socfal Influence, 1 (1), 16-47.




Silverman, W. K., Goedhart, A. W., Barret, P., & Turner, C. (in press). The facets of anxiety sensitivity represented in the Childhood
Anxiety Sensitivity Index: Confirmatory analyses of factor models from past studies. Joumnal of Abnormal Psychology.

Tubman, J. G., Montgomery, M. J., Gil, A. G., & Wagner, E. F. (2004). Abuse experiences in a community sample of young women:
Relations with psychiatric disorders, sexual risk behaviors, and sexually transmitted diseases. American Joumnal of Community
Psychology, 34, 147-162.

Wright, D. B., & *Skagerberg, E. M. (2007). Post-identification feedback affects real eyewitnesses. Psychological Science, 18, 172-
178.

IIl. DESIGNING AND EXECUTING A RESEARCH STUDY (Weeks 7-9)
Evaluating and selecting psychological measures for research purposes
Developing new measures

Sampling issues

Cross-cultural methodology

Data management and analysis issues

Sample readings:

Charman, S. D., & Wells, G. L. (2008). Can eyewitnesses correct for external influences on their lineup identifications? The
actual/counterfactual assessment paradigm. Jounal of Experimental Psychology: Applied, 14, 5-20.

Finley, G. E., (*) Mira, S. D., & Schwartz, S. J. (2008). Perceived paternal and maternal involvement: Factor structures, mean
differences, and parental roles. Fathering, 6 (No.1), 62 — 82.

Pace, V. L., & Borman, W. C. (2006). The use of warnings to discourage faking on noncognitive inventories. In R. Griffith (Ed.), A
closer examination of faking behavior. Greenwich, Ct: Information Age Publishing.

Schwartz, B . L. (2008). Working memory load differentially affects tip-of-the-tongue states and feeling-of-knowing judgment.
Memory & Cognition, 36, 9 — 19.

Winter, R. J., & Greene, E. (2007). Juror-decision making. In F. Durso (Ed.), Handbook of Applied Cognition: 2" Ed. (pp. 739-761).
John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

V. RESEARCH WRITING (Weeks 10-12)
Writing in APA style: Why and how
Writing rough drafts

Revising a research manuscript

Dealing with journal editors and reviewers

Sample readings:

Erber, J. T., & Long, B.A. (2006). Perceptions of forgetful and slow employees: Does age matter? Journal of Gerontology:
Psychological Sciences, 61B, P333-P339.

Frazier, L. D., Newman, F. L., & Jaccard, J. (2007). Psychosocial outcomes in later life: A multivariate model. Psychology and
Aging. 22(4), pp. 676-689

Gewirtz, J. L. (2001). John B. Watson’s theory of learning: Why Paviov? Why not Thorndike? Behavioral Development Bulletin, 10,
18-23.

Michel, J., & Hargis, M.B. (Under review). Work-family conflict or work-family segmentation? A meta-analytic comparison of
opposing theories. Joumnal of Applied Psychology.

Stephens, D.P. & Few, A.L. (2007). Hip hop honeys and video hoes: African American preadolescents’ understandings of popular
culture based female sexual scripts. Sexuality and Culture, 11, 4, 48- 69.

V. STUDENT PRESENTATIONS (Weeks 13-14)
Students present their initial research program proposals.





