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Languages Across the Curriculum in Light of
the 2007 MLA Foreign Language Report:
Challenges and Opportunities
In a Globalized Context

The 2007 MLA report recommends significant reforms to language education at
the postsecondary level, among them situating language study in “cultural,
historical, geographic and cross-cultural frames within the context of humanistic
learning,” a goal that coincides with many Languages Across the Curriculum
(LAC) initiatives. Given the emphasis in the report on interdisciplinary
collaborative courses to attract students with interests beyond literary studies, this
presentation will focus on some of the challenges ahead in realizing this vision as
well as on new possibilities for LAC within a globalized context.
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Dr. Carol A. Klee is a sociolinguist and Professor of Spanish at the University of
Minnesota. She served as Chair of the Department of Spanish and Portuguese
(1995-2003). Her research interests focus on the interaction of social factors in
second language acquisition and sociolinguistics of the Spanish speaking world
primarily in Spain, Latin America, and the United States. Her most recent
publications include Lingiistica aplicada: La adquisicion del espafiol como segunda
lengua (Wiley, 2003), and El espafiol en contacto con otras lenguas (Georgetown
Univerity Press, 2009). She is elected Vice President/President Elect of the
National Federation of Modern Language Teachers Associations (NFMLTA).
She has also been appointed to the Editorial Board of the Spanish in Context,
Modern Language Journal, and Hispanic Issues.



