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CHANTALLE FRANCESCA VERNA 
Departments of History & International Relations 

Florida International University 
verna@fiu.edu  

University Park Campus, DM-385A    Biscayne Bay Campus, AC1-372A 
Miami, FL 33199      Miami, FL 33181 
Tel: 305.348.0180       Tel: 305.919.5859 
Fax: 305.348.3561       Fax: 305.919.5964 
 
EDUCATION 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
Ph.D. in Comparative Black History, August 2005           

Dissertation accepted with departmental distinction May 5, 2005: “Haiti’s Second 
Independence and the Promise of Pan-American Cooperation, 1934-56." 
Committee: Laurent Dubois (co-chair), Darlene Clark Hine (co-chair), Peter Beattie, Michael 
Largey, Leslie Moch, Richard Thomas. 

 
Master of Arts in History and Urban Studies, May 2000     

Thesis accepted October 1999: “Beyond the Immigration Centers: A History of Haitian 
Communities in Three Michigan Cities, 1966-98” 
Committee: Richard W. Thomas (chair), Darlene Clark Hine, Leslie Moch, Rubén Rumbaut 

 
Tulane University, New Orleans, LA              
Bachelor of Arts in Political Economy, May 1996  
Certificate in African Diaspora Studies, May 1996 
 
Institute for the Study of Economics and Politics/London School of Economics 
 Tulane University Semester Abroad Program in Legal Studies, Summer 1995 

 
University of Ghana at Legon     
 Tulane University Semester Abroad Program in African Diaspora Studies, Fall 1994 
 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
French, Haitian Creole, Spanish: Intermediate Speaking and Reading; Basic Writing Skills  
 
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
Florida International University, Miami, FL 
Departments of History and International Relations 
Assistant Professor, August 2005 – present 
Courses: Dynamics of International Relations, Historical Perspectives on Haiti-U.S. Relations, 
History of Inter-American Relations, Modern American Civilization (U.S. History since 1865) 
 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI             
Center for Integrative Arts and Humanities 
Teaching Assistant (Professors Daina Ramey Berry, Isaac Kalumbu), January - May 2003 
Course: Music, Culture and History of Africa, the Americas, and the Caribbean 
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Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI  
Department of History        
Graduate Assistant (Professor Darlene Clark Hine), August 2000 – May 2001 
 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI  
Urban Affairs Programs        
Research Assistant (Professor June Manning Thomas), September 1997 – August 1999 
 
SELECT FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS AND HONORS 
· Participant, International Seminar on Decolonization in the Twentieth Century, National     
  History Center, Washington, DC, Summer 2006. 
· Participant, Interrogating the African Diaspora: African Diaspora Identities,  
  International Graduate Student Seminar, Florida International University, Summer 2005 
· Visiting Scholar, University of Miami Center for Latin American Studies, 2004-05; 2003-04 
· Scholar-in-Residence, Rockefeller Archives Center, 2003 
· Graduate School Incentive Award, Michigan State University, 2003, 2001 
· International Pre-Dissertation Fellowship, Social Science Research Council, 2001-02 
· Walker Hill International Award, Michigan State University, 2001 
· Summer Acceleration Research Fellowship, Michigan State University, 2001, 1998 
· Competitive Doctoral Enrichment Fellowship, Michigan State University, 1999-2004 
· Equal Opportunity Program Fellowship, Michigan State University, 1999, 1997 
· Urban Affairs Programs Graduate Assistantship, Michigan State University, 1997-1999 
· Mortar Board, Tulane University, 1995 
 
MANUSCRIPTS IN-PROGRESS 
Haiti’s “Second Independence” and the Promise of Pan-American Cooperation, 1930-1956. A 

book manuscript under revision. 
 
“Blood on Friendly Hands: Pan-American Responses to Anti-Haitian Violence in the Dominican 
Republic, 1937-39.” An article manuscript being researched. 
  
PUBLICATIONS 
“Maurice Dartigue and Educational Reform as a Strategy for Haitian National Development, 

1930-46,” An article manuscript under review. 
 
“Cross-Cultural Organizing and Haitian Community in Southeastern Michigan, 1966-1998,” in 

an inter-disciplinary volume on Communities of the Haitian Diaspora. Edited by Regine 
O. Jackson. A book chapter under review. 
 

 “The Role of International Aid in Creating Ties between Haiti and the United States, 1934-
1957” Research Reports Online, Rockefeller Archives Center, 
www.rockefeller.edu/archive.ctr. 

 
SELECT PRESENTATIONS AND COMMENTARIES 
· Discussant, Roundtables of Decolonization in the Twentieth Century: Topics in Research and 
Instruction, proposed for the American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Washington, 
D.C., January 2008. 



 

  Verna_Vita – 3/4 
  as of 01 Feb 2007  

· Discussant, “Breaking Away From the ‘Failed State Paradigm’: Some Alternative People's 
Practices in the Political, Social and Cultural Fields in Haiti,” forthcoming panel for the 
Caribbean Studies Association Annual Meeting, Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, June 2007. 
 
· “Blood on Friendly Hands: Pan-American Responses to Anti-Haitian Violence in the 
Dominican Republic,” forthcoming paper for the Caribbean Studies Association Annual 
Meeting, Salvador da Bahia, Brazil and the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations 
Annual Meeting, Reston, VA, June 2007. 
 
· “Haiti’s ‘Second Independence’: Toward a Focus on the Post-Occupation Period, 1930-1946,” 
presented at the Haitian Studies Association Annual Meeting, Charlottesville, VA, October 2006.  
 
· “Haiti’s ‘Second Independence’ and the Legacies of U.S. Occupation,” presented at the Society 
for Historians of American Foreign Relations Annual Meeting, Lawrence, KS, June 2006. 
 
· “Creating a Modern and Authentic Haiti: Intellectual Cooperation with the United States after 
1934,” presented at the closing session of Interrogating the African Diaspora: African Diaspora 
Identities, an international graduate student seminar, Florida International University, August 6, 
2005. 
 
· “Haitian Pan-Americanism after 1934,” presented at the Caribbean Studies Association Annual 
Meeting, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, June 2005. 
 
· “Foreign Aid and Nationalist Agendas: Intellectual Cooperation between Haiti and the U.S.after 
1934,” University of Miami Africana Studies Colloquium, March 2005. 
 
· “Pan-Americanism and the Shaping of Post-Occupation Ties between Haiti and the United 
States,” presented at the Association for the Study of African-American Life and History Annual 
Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA, October 2004.  
 
· “Pan-Americanism: Shaping Haiti-U.S. Ties after 1934,” University of Miami Center for Latin 
American Studies Colloquium, April 2004.  
 
· Discussant, Roundtable on “Haiti: Challenges and Possibilities,” Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies Center, Florida International University, March 2004. 
 
PANELS AND EVENTS COORDINATED 
· Organizer, Roundtable Series on Decolonization in the Twentieth Century: Topics in Research 
and Instruction, proposed for the American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Washington, 
D.C., January 2008. 
 
· Panel Organizer, “‘If One Wing is Broken, the Bird Cannot Fly:’ Identifying and Overcoming 
Challenges to Development in Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico since the 1930s,” 
Caribbean Studies Association Annual Meeting, Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, May 28-June 2007. 
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· Panel Organizer, “U.S. Citizens, Foreign Subjects, and the Making of U.S. Empire, 1893-
2005,” Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations Annual Meeting, Reston, VA, June 
2006. 
 
· Organizing Committee Member and Panel Selection Chair for a conference on “Diaspora 
Paradigms: New Scholarship in Comparative Black History,” Michigan State University, August 
2000-May 2001. 
 
· Coordinator and Facilitator of a workshop on “The Uses of Oral History in Historical Teaching 
and Research Practices,” Michigan State University, December 1999. 
 
SERVICE  
University 
Member, Development Committee, Department of History (August 2006-present) 
Member, Faculty-hire in Afro-Brazilian History Search Committee, Department of History (Fall-
Spring 2006)  
Affiliated Faculty, African New World Studies Program 
Affiliated Faculty, Center for the Study of Spirituality 
Affiliated Faculty, Latin American and Caribbean Center 
Affiliated Faculty, Women’s Studies Center 
  
Professional 
Advisory Board Member, Digital Library of the Caribbean (May 2006-present) 
 
Community 
Advisory Board Member for Community Research, Historical Museum of Southern Florida 
(January 2007-present) 
Co-Chair, Church Oral History Project, Universal Truth Center for Better Living, Inc., (January 
2006- present) 
 
 


